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The name, Cathedra, selected for this publication, refers to the 
Latinized Greek for “archbishop’s chair.” Cathedral is a short form 
of the Latin, ecclesia cathedralis “church of a bishop’s seat.”



RecToR’s Message:
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saintPatrickscathedral.org 2

t he angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. look, i bring 
you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people.’

   -luke (2:10)
A blessed thanksgiving, Advent, christmas, and new 
Year’s to you and your loved ones.

As we say good-bye to 2014, we are grateful for all the 
many blessings of this past year. here at the cathedral 
we have passed the half-way mark of the Restoration - 
Glory be to God! 

this December we hope you will stop by the cathedral 
to make a visit to our lord where he is in repose in the 
lady chapel, celebrate the arrival of baby Jesus in our 
creche, and attend mass and confession to prepare 
yourself during Advent.

Wishing you Peace and Joy in the coming year!

sincerely yours in christ,

msgr. robert t. ritchie, rector



As we prepare to celebrate with joy the birth of christ, let us take 
a moment to pray for the vast numbers of peoples in the world 
who are still waiting to hear the “tidings of great joy” announced 
to them. let us pray for our missionaries! As we do, we remember 
one great new Yorker, bishop francis Xavier ford, who gave his 
life in service of the Gospel. this modern martyr died in 1952 in a 
chinese prison.

 Young francis was born in brooklyn 
in 1892. his father Austin had read a book on 
st. francis Xavier which impressed him much, 
and he decided to name his sixth child after the 
great missionary saint.  What a good omen that 
was! both Austin ford and his wife elizabeth 
were writers, he publishing the renowned irish 
times, and she, contributing both to this and 
to the new York times on a regular basis. frank 
ford grew up in a happy and intellectually 
stimulating home.

 A missionary came to speak at the 
parish when frank was twelve. this was none 
other than the belgian priest fr. louis conrardy, 
companion to fr. Damien of molokai, who 
later went to establish another “molokai” type 
leprosarium in china. his fiery sermon for 
prayer and sacrifice for the china mission made 
a permanent impression upon ford. A young 
frank determined to become a priest.

 At age twenty, in 1912, seminarian frank ford was 
studying at cathedral college, at that time located in manhattan. 
he heard that a “father Walsh and a father Price” were trying to 
establish a seminary for the foreign missions. he visited with them 
and was soon accepted as maryknoll’s first seminarian. he and the 
other early maryknoll seminarians studied at Dunwoodie, where 
frank completed his course work with distinction. he was ordained 
in 1917. the following year, on september 8, he joined with four 
others to be the first maryknollers sent on mission.

 After only eleven years of missionary work in south china, 
the gifted young priest was named as Prefect of meixian (also called 
“Kaying”), about 250 miles inland and northeast of hong Kong. its 
people, the “hakka”, spoke a different dialect of chinese, and the 
missionary had to learn a new language all over again. Yet, he soon 
wrote that: “taking up work among a strange people, meeting new 

conditions, learning a new language should be a 
strain. it actually is a relaxation, accompanied by 
a freshness and delight.” the “Prefect Apostolic” 
ford sought from the beginning to make the 
church as chinese as possible. he wrote home to 
the seminarians at maryknoll: “the [missionary] 
priest has a view of the chinese that is…not that 
of the europeans of the port cities. Perhaps love is 
the bridge…”

 six years later father ford was 
consecrated the first bishop of meixian, working 
in a land of great poverty. it would be hard to 
describe how poor the chinese were in those 
days. centuries of european exploitation had 
humbled a proud people. for this reason, bishop 
ford made sure to incorporate as much of 
chinese culture into his missionary efforts. he 
encouraged missionaries to never stop studying 
the language, and to always have intellectual 
curiosity and openness to the “strange” customs 
they encountered. he often wrote against those 

who considered Western culture superior to that of the chinese.  
he wrote: “our lord never condescended. he emptied himself 
and took the form of a man; christ never betrayed superiority in 
his dealing with others.”

 Although bishop ford did what he could to alleviate 
physical suffering, he wished his missionaries to always remember 
they were first and foremost in service of the Gospel, and being led 
by the holy spirit. he writes, “spiritually, the missioner should 
be grounded in humility…in the obligation of prayer…and in the 
spirit of persevering self-sacrifice… in crowded alleys, on mountain 
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By Fr. Kevin J. Hanlon, MMBishop Francis Ford:
“Laying Down one’s Life for One’s Friends”



Welcoming the Baby who 
Changed the World

cardinal’s message
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shortly before midnight on christmas eve, the lights in st. 
Patrick’s cathedral are darkened. the whole of the cathedral is 
hushed. there is a quiet, serene attentiveness: we are waiting.

on the stroke of midnight—the liturgy begins! And we start 
the celebration of the nativity of our lord.

like isaiah, elizabeth, Zechariah, mary, Joseph, and John 
the baptist, who waited for the coming of the savior, so do we 
commemorate that waiting with quiet, humble, patient, trusting 
prayer throughout Advent.

this prayerful attentiveness can be hard to maintain amid the 
glitz and glamour of fifth Avenue, shopping for our loved ones, 
and the hustle and bustle of the season.

but like the people of israel, we wait with patient longing, 
yearning, and preparation during these four weeks.

to prepare ourselves for christmas we can:

Go to confession (we have the sacrament of reconciliation at 
the cathedral every day except sunday!)

Go to mass (7 times a day during the week at the cathedral!)

Visit our lord in the blessed sacrament (reposed in the lady 
chapel at the cathedral.)

And of course pray, read God’s word, and witness to his love 
throughout the season.

“the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” 
(isaiah 9:1).  

As we ready ourselves to enter into this light and leave the 
darkness, i hope you will join me here at st. Patrick’s as we 
prayerfully prepare to welcome the little baby who changed the 
world.
Cardinal Timothy Dolan is the Archbishop of New York.

trails, on sampan trips, he must bring his God with him in his 
thoughts.

 bishop ford sought to show them the image of the christ 
that we meet at christmas: a babe, God come to earth in the littlest 
and humblest of forms. in over two decades as the leader of the 
church in meixian, his flock grew from 9,000 to over 20,000 souls, 
with many new churches and schools being built.

 bishop ford often recounted the accented words he heard 
spoken in father conrardy’s homily: “my one ambeesch iz to be a 
martyr.”conrardy himself died of sickness after establishing a large 
leprosarium in china. it was bishop ford who would die the martyr. 
centuries of resentment against foreign domination were used well by 
the new communist government to solidify their power. they placed 
bishop ford under house arrest in 1950, and soon after paraded him 
through the streets on his way to prison. he was publicly beaten and 
humiliated. As Time reported, “in one town the mob which had 
gathered to beat him with sticks and stones became so fierce that 
bishop ford’s communist guards fled in terror. though knocked to 
the ground again and again, bishop ford did his best to walk calmly 
through the streets till the guards returned.” eventually, he did arrive 
at his prison, and died there on february 21, 1952. it is ironic that 
a man who struggled to elevate the chinese was mistakenly made a 
symbol of their oppressors. surely he will be beatified someday by 
the church, but in the meantime, many catholics in china already 
consider him their saint and intercessor.

 When we see the babe at christmas, we also remember that 
he will become the lamb of God upon the cross. let us give thanks 
that christ has given us the great example of bishop ford, and ask 
that, like him, we will seek to proclaim christ with our lives, and to 
love as he did.
Fr. Hanlon is the Vocation Director for the Maryknoll Fathers and 

Brothers, to find out more about the mission of Maryknoll, please go to www.
maryknollsociety.org. For vocations inquiries go to www.maryknollvocations.org 
or contact Father via email here: khanlon@maryknoll.org. 

Bishop Ford’s stained glass window in the Cathedral.
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Views from the 
Restoration
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for young adults in their 20s and 30s, there are many more 
opportunities to encounter christ and engage in community than 
ever before. 

At the Young Adult outreach office (YAo office) we, a dynamic 
group of young people, work hard to create these opportunities by 
supporting young adult ministries such as saint Patrick’s cathedral 
Young Adult Group - so that we may bring young adults to 
encounter Jesus christ through the sacraments, community, and 
service in both manhattan and throughout 
the entire Archdiocese. 

We’d like to share with you a few of these 
opportunities:

one of the most popular events run by this 
office is the monthly Young Adult mass at st. 
Patrick’s cathedral followed by a social. (cardinal 
Dolan will preside at the upcoming Young Adult 
mass on December 10th at 7:30 pm.)

this mass is a particularly great opportunity 
for young adults new to the area or looking to 
get involved and meet other young catholics. Young catholics from 
all over the city and surrounding areas and from various parishes 
and young adult groups attend, so it’s a great chance for newcomers 
to learn about all the opportunities available for them.   

to address the needs in all areas of the Archdiocese, there is a 
coordinator who works specifically with manhattan and staten 
island, another coordinator working with the bronx, Yonkers, 
southern and central Westchester, and rockland counties, a 
coordinator focused specifically on northern Westchester, Putnam, 

sullivan, orange, Duchess, and ulster counties, a coordinator 
focused specifically on hispanic outreach throughout the entire 
Archdiocese, and a coordinator who works on special Projects and 
Apostolic Works. 

this year has been one of growth for the YAo office. the 
coordinators have put a lot of emphasis on engaging young adults 
with Apostolic Works. in order to do this, they introduced the You 
Did it to me program. this program was designed to bring young 

adults to encounter christ by caring for the poor 
and vulnerable in our communities.

they have also established the new 
catholicnYc website which launched on 
october 1st. this website has three unique 
aspects: connect with God, connect with 
community, connect with resources. the 
website has information for young adults to find 
mass, confession, and Adoration times, as well 
as daily mass readings, novenas, litanies, and 
historical sites and information on the arts. 

it also has information on opportunities for fellowship, such 
as Young Adult masses, volunteer opportunities, bible studies, 
catholic underground, and the catholic list, essentially a 
craigslist for young catholics to find roommates, sell furniture, and 
find job openings or volunteer opportunities. 

the website also has a variety of educational information available 
about the catholic faith, sacraments, Vocations, information to 
find catholic physicians, and links to help young catholics who 
may need to combat substance abuse issues, help for an unplanned 
pregnancy, or healing after an abortion. 
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New York City’s Young Adult Ministry

“The Young Adult Mass has allowed 
me to meet other like-minded young 
adults who share in similar values,” 
said 28-year-old Natalie Koch. “We’re 
all striving towards Christ, so to be 
able to all come together, united in 
Him, is something so very beautiful. 
I’m grateful for this opportunity and 
look forward to Mass at the Cathedral 
with other young adults each month.” 

By Mary Elise Zellmer
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the YAo office was busy this year with several other new 
initiatives including their love and responsibility summer 
Program, which had an average of 200 young adults attending 
each week. they invited speakers from various fields to 
discuss messages from theology of the body and love and 
responsibility and catechize young adults on issues such as 
chastity, cohabitation, marriage, and other concerns young adults 
routinely encounter.

in addition to reaching out to young adults, the office also 
works to assist the numerous young adult groups that already 
exist by networking, facilitating growth and unity through 
personal relationships with leaders from within the Archdiocese, 
ecclesial movements, religious communities, parish groups, 
discussion groups, non-profits, professional guilds, and numerous 
other formal organizations for young adults. 

by regularly attending events and organizing regular meetings, 
the director and coordinators are highly visible leaders in the 
catholic community of new York. they regularly support and 
encourage young adult groups in their endeavors and assist where 
needed. When desired, they also help clergy and church leaders 
who wish to tailor their ministries to the needs of young adults 
and thus build the future of the church in new York. 

for more information, check out www.catholicnYc.com or 
find catholicnYc on facebook, twitter and instagram! 
Mary Elise Zellmer is the Assistant to the Director/ Office 

Manager for the Archdiocesan Young Adult Outreach Office. 

Young adult group’s
Upcoming events

December 10, 2014
6:30pm - confessions and matt maher concert

7:30pm - Young Adult mass with cardinal Dolan 
Young Adult Outreach Office

December 20, 2014
7:00pm - festival of lessons and carols

St. Patrick’s Cathedral Young Adults

December 21, 2014
5:30pm - monthly cathedral Young Adult mass

6:15pm - cathedral Parish house social for young adult 
fellowship and a reflection by fr. robert bubel.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral Young Adults
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reverend monsignor robert t. ritchie, rector
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Patrick Danczewski, Director of cathedral Gift shop
Kevin Donohue, Director of building operations
Kate monaghan, Director of communications 
Jennifer Pascual, DmA, Director of music and organist
loual Puliafito, Director of Development
roberta shea, Director of Volunteers and cathedral tours
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mass times:
monday through friday: 7:00, 7:30, 8:00 am,  
12 noon, 12:30, 1:00, 5:30 pm

saturday: 8:00 am (in lady chapel)

12 noon, Vigil mass: 5:30 pm (fulfills sunday obligation)

sunday: 7:00, 8:00, 9:00, 10:15 am (choir)*, 
12 noon, 1:00, 4:00 (spanish), and 5:30 pm

*Watch mass live: saintpatrickscathedral.org/live/ 
confession times:
Weekdays: After morning mass and from noon to 1:20 Pm 
saturdays: noon to 12:45 Pm and 3:30 to 5:30 Pm

reconciliation is available in languages other than english.
for more information, please contact the priest on duty at: 
st. Patrick’s cathedral Parish house 
14 east 51st street 
new York, nY 10022 
212.753.2261

for any additional questions please call the Parish house: 212.753.2261
Directions:
st. Patrick’s cathedral 
5th Avenue between 50th/51st streets 
new York, nY
subway:
e or 6 trains to 5th Avenue/53rd street 
4 5 6 or nQr to 5th Avenue/59th street
bDmf to rockefeller center

Gift shop:
Visit our shop online – www.stpatscathedralgiftshop.com
15 east 51st street, between 5th Avenue and madison Avenue
main shop hours:  10:00 am to 6:00 pm, monday through friday
Annex hours: 8:30 am to 8:00 pm, saturday and sunday

Virtual Visit – saintpatrickscathedral.org/visit
st. Patrick’s cathedral is the mother church of the 
Archdiocese of new York and the seat of its Archbishop.  
built by contributions large and small, it remains emblematic  
of the ascendance of religious freedom in the new World.

“Restore your heart.
 Restore the church. 

Restore the cathedral.”
rediscover

St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
with our Audio tour

narrated by Cardinal Dolan. 
Download the app on your 

phone or try our 
on site audio guide.

laser cut
2014 christmas ornament

Merry christmas
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• including the sacristy chapel below the lady chapel, 
there are 20 altars in the cathedral.

• there is a mouse with a broom depicted in the stained 
glass window dedicated to st. martin de Porres, a 
Peruvian Dominican pharmacist who was known for 
gently tending animals.

• the first president of the united states to attend the 
installation of an Archbishop of new York was lyndon 
b. Johnson on April 4, 1968 when he attended terence 
cardinal cooke’s.

• there are two hidden stained glass windows in the cathedral: 
one in the north tower and one in the south tower.

S t.  Pat r I C K ’ S  C at H E d r a l 

Did You know?



for the past 7 years, st. Patrick’s 
cathedral has offered a special laser cut 
christmas ornament each year. this 
year’s ornament is a 5th Avenue view of 
our beloved cathedral.
to order your 2014 christmas 

ornament please:
- Visit our website:
 www.spcgift.org
- call our Gift shop:

(212) 355-2749
OR

- Visit our Gift shop: 
15 East 51ST Street, NY

laser cut
2014 christmas ornament

Merry christmas



saint Patrick’s live
 www.saintpatrickscathedral.org/live

You can receive this 
digitally! help us go green 

by sending your email 
address to

restore@SaintPatricksCathedral.org


