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The Nativity of
from the Roman Martyrology

our

Lord Jesus Christ

The Twenty-fifth Day of December,
when ages beyond number had run their course
from the creation of the world,
when God in the beginning created heaven and earth,
and formed man in his own likeness;
when century upon century had passed
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood,
as a sign of covenant and peace;
in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith,
came out of Ur of the Chaldees;
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses
in the Exodus from Egypt;
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;
in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two
since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus,
the whole world being at peace,
JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence,
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and when nine months had passed since his conception,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah,
and was made man:
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.
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P r e l u d e C o nc e r t
(11:00 p.m.)

Carol of the Bells

Mykola Leontovich
arr. Peter J. Wilhousky

Hark! how the bells; Sweet silver bells, All seem to say “throw cares away”
Christmas is here Bringing good cheer To young and old, Meek and the bold
Ding, dong, ding, dong, That is their song, With joyful ring All caroling.
One seems to hear, Words of good cheer, From everywhere Filling the air
O, how they pound, Raising the sound, O’er hill and dale, Telling their tale,
Gayly they ring, While people sing song of good cheer, Christmas is here!
Merry Christmas! On they send, on without end their joyful tone to every home.

A Modern Medieval Carol

Colin Mawby

Glory to God in the highest,
A child is born, a child of high renown, most worthy of a scepter and a crown.
This child both God and man, from heaven down to us came,
he is the King of all kings, and Jesus is his name.
Those tidings shepherds heard in field watching their fold,
was by an angel unto them that night revealed and told.
Glory be unto our God, that sitteth still on high.
With praises and with triumph great, and joyful melody.

I Wonder As I Wander

John Jacob Niles
arr. Steve Pilkington

I wonder as I wander, out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior
did come for to die for poor orn’ry people like you and like I.
When Mary birth’d Jesus, ‘twas in a cow’s stall with with men and farmers and shepherds and all.
But high from God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, and the promise of the ages it did then recall.
If Jesus had wanted any wee thing, a star in the sky, or a bird on wing,
all of God’s angels in heaven sing, he surely could have had it, ‘cause he was the king.
Kathryn Whitaker, Mezzo-Soprano

Pat-a-pan

David Conte

Willie, bring your little drum; Robin bring your flute and come; And be merry while you play,
Tu-re-lu-re-lu, Pat-a-pat-a-pan, On this joyful Christmas day!
When the men of olden days To the King of Kings gave praise, On the fife and drum did play,
Tu-re-lu-re-lu, Pat-a-pat-a-pan, On this joyful Christmas day!
God and man today become More in tune than fife and drum, So be merry while you play,
Tu-re-lu-re-lu, Pat-a-pat-a-pan, Sing and dance this Christmas day!
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Quem Pastores Laudam

arr. Susan LaBarr

Shepherds sang their praises o’er him Called by angels to adore him:
‘Have no fear, but come before him: Born is now your glorious king!’
Eastern sages came to view him, Judah’s conquering Lion knew him,
Gold, and myrrh, and incense to him As their tribute offering.
On this Child, rejoicing, gaze we; Led by Mary, anthems raise we;
Reverently, with angels, praise we With the sweetest melody.
Christ our King, from Mary springing, God made man, salvation bringing,
Thee we worship, ever singing: ‘Honor, praise, and glory be!’
Aine Hakamatsuka, Soprano

Gesù Bambino

Pietro A. Yon
Former Music Director

When blossoms flowered ’mid the snows Upon a winter night
Was born the Child the Christmas Rose, The King of Love and Light.
The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced,
And at His blessed birth the stars Their exultation voiced. O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.
Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its King of Love and Light.
Let every voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell,
From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might Dwell.
Alexis Rodda, Soprano

Tollite Hostias from Christmas Oratorio

Camille Saint-Saëns

Lift up the offerings, and worship the Lord in this holy courtyard.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, at the face of the Lord, for he cometh. Alleluia.

Shepherds, Run Along

Stephen Mager

Shepherds, run along and bring your pipes to play! On your way to Bethlehem without delay!
Haste ye to the manger lowly; come and see the Holy Child, Jesus mild.
There upon the hills surrounding Bethlehem came an angel messenger with news for them:
“Glory to God in heaven, to us a Son is given heav’nly birth, peace on earth!”

Carol Fest

arr. James H. Laster

In dulci jubilo Let us our homage show;
Our heart’s joy reclineth In praesepio like a bright star shineth Matris in gremio. Alpha es et O.
‘Joseph dearest, Joseph mine, Help me cradle the child divine;
God reward thee and all that’s thine In paradise,’ So prays the mother Mary.
He came among us at Christmastide, In Bethlehem;
Jesus, Lo, he comes, and loves, and saves, and frees us!
‘Gladly, dear one, lady mine, Help cradle this child of thine;
Men shall bring from far and wide Love’s diadem:
God’s own light on us both shine In paradise, As prays the mother Mary.’
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O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray,
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great tidings tell:
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.
From heaven above to earth I come Glad tidings of great joy I bring to all the world, and gladly sing.
While by my sheep I watched at night, Glad tidings brought and angel bright.
How great my joy! Joy, joy, joy! Praise we the Lord in heaven on high!
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, That ever joy our hearts shall fill.
Ding dong! merrily on high in heav’n the bells are ringing:
Ding dong! verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing.
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis!
E’en so here below, below, let steeple bells be swungen, And io, io, io by priest and people sungen.
Pray you, dutifully prime your matin chime, ye ringers;
May you beautifully rime your evetime song, ye singers.

Hymn

“Away in a Manger”

John McFarland and James Murray
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Hymn

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Hymn

“Once in Royal David’s City”

St. Louis

The choir will sing verses 1-4. All sing verses 5 and 6.

1. Once in royal David’s City
Stood a lowly cattle shed;
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed;
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.
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Irby

3. And through all his wondrous childhood
He would honour and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly maiden,
In whose gentle arms he lay;
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as he.

Organ Prelude

Daniel Brondel, Associate Director of Music

4. For he is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew;
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.

“X Noël: Grand jeu et Duo” from Nouveau livre de Noëls
Louis Claude d’Aquin

Prelude

New York Symphonic Brass
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The Order

of

Mass

T h e I nt r o d u ct o r y R i t e s
E nt r a nc e H y m n

“O Come, All Ye Faithful/Venid, Fieles Todos”

Adeste fideles

2. In poor manger he lay reclining,
giving to the world eternal salvation,
the Holy Messiah, the incarnate Word.

4. Jesus, we celebrate your blessed name
with solemn hymns of pleasing glory;
For endless centuries mankind honors you.
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P e n i t e nt i a l A ct
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, all say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Kyrie

“Kyrie Divinium Mysterium”

Jennifer Pascual

Gloria

Missa Adeste Fideles
Rev. Carlo Rossini

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are
the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

C o ll e ct
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The Liturgy

of

the

First Reading

Word
Isaiah 9:1-6

A son is given us.

Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13

William Ferris

S e g u n d a L e ct u r a

Tito 2,11-14

Beloved:
The grace of God has appeared, saving all
and training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires
and to live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age,
as we await the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory
of our great God and savior Jesus Christ,
who gave himself for us to deliver us from all lawlessness
and to cleanse for himself a people as his own,
eager to do what is good.
Palabra de Dios
Te alabamos Señor.

G o s p e l A ccl a m a t i o n

Christmastime Alleluia
James Chepponis
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Gospel

Luke 2:1-14
Today a Savior has been born for you.

Homily
Profession

Cardinal Dolan
of

Faith

ed. Vat. III

11
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I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Universal Prayer
Cardinal: On this Holy Night let us implore the God of perfect peace to fill us with the Glory of
the Word-made-flesh.
(English): Our Response is “Lord, hear our prayer.”
(Italian): For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, that he may continue to lead the Church with great
love and compassion.
Let us pray to the Lord.
(German): For Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan, his assistant bishops, all bishops, priests,
deacons, and religious, that they will continue to inspire the Holy people of God as
living examples of Christ’s love.
Let us pray to the Lord.
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(Creole): For a greater respect for all human life from the first moment of conception until natural
death.
Let us pray to the Lord.
(Swahili): For the nations and peoples of the world, that justice and peace may reign in all lands.
Let us pray to the Lord.
(Chinese): For the people of God in the Archdiocese of New York, that our work and worship
together may celebrate Christ’s presence among us.
Let us pray to the Lord.
(Spanish): For the poor, the sick, the suffering, and the lonely, that in the miracle of Christ’s birth,
they may experience the healing and hope of God.
Let us pray to the Lord.
(Tagalog): For all who have died, that the new life of the Messiah may be theirs.
Let us pray to the Lord.
Cardinal: Lord God, your love knows no limit, your compassion no end. Hear the prayers we
make as we celebrate your most perfect gift to your human family: The Messiah, Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
All: Amen.

The Liturgy
Preparation

of

the

of

A lt a r

the
and

Eucharist
the

Gifts

“For Unto Us a Child Is Born” from Messiah

A nt h e m 		

George Frideric Handel

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
And the government shall be upon his shoulder:
And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Prayer

over

the

Offerings

Eucharistic Prayer
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S a nct u s

Mystery

Resonet in Laudibus Acclamations

Jennifer Pascual

of

Resonet in Laudibus Acclamations

Faith

Jennifer Pascual

Resonet in Laudibus Acclamations

Great Amen

Jennifer Pascual
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The Communion Rite
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Doxology

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
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The Rite

of

Peace

Agnus Dei

Resonet in Laudibus Acclamations

Jennifer Pascual

Communion
Mode VI

A nt i p h o n
Amidst the splendors of the heavenly sanctuary, from the womb,
before the morning star, I have begotten you.

“O Holy Night”

A nt h e m s

Adolphe Adam
arr. John Grady
Former Music Director

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees, oh hear the angel voices! O night divine! O Night when Christ was born.
Truly He taught us to love one another, His law is love and his gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother, And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, Let all within us praise His holy name.
He knows our need, to our weakness no stranger. Behold your King, before Him lowly bend.
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming, With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, Here came the wise men from Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger, In all our trials born to be our friend.
Christ is the Lord, Then ever, ever praise we; His power and glory evermore proclaim.
Tara Erraught, Mezzo-Soprano - Metropolitan Opera
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“Ecce Virgo Concipiet”
Cristóbal de Morales

Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and his name shall be called: Wonderful, Mighty God.
Over the throne of David, and over his kingdom, he will reign in eternity.

Hymn

“Stille Nacht/Noche de Paz/Silent Night”
Franz Gruber

1. Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Prayer

after

2. Silent night, holy night,
look how the world’s light
shines in great splendor on the face
of the baby Jesus in the manger
shines the star of peace,
shines the star of peace.

Communion
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T h e C o ncl u d i n g R i t e s
Blessing
Recessional Hymn

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
Mendelssohn
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P o s tl u d e s

“Hallelujah!” from Messiah

St. Patrick’s Cathedral Choir

George Frideric Handel

Hallelujah! for the Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.
The Kingdom of this world is become the Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ;
and He shall reign for ever and ever, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

“Joy to the World”

George Frideric Handel
arr. Joseph Willcox Jenkins
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare him room And Heaven and nature sing.
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rock, hills, and plains Repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteous love. And wonders of his love.
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

“Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella!”

Michael Hey, Associate Director of Music

Keith Chapman

Merry
Christmas
20

G u i d e l i n e s f o r t h e R e c e pt i o n o f C o m m u n i o n
For Catholics
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive
Holy Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In
order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious
of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious
of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental
confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this
case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition,
including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (Code of Canon Law, canon
916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.
F o r o u r f e ll o w C h r i s t i a n s
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers
and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this
Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which
separate us. We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s
prayer for us “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).
Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality
of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we
are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic
sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according
to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 §4).
Members of Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National
Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According
to Roman Catholic Discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception
of Communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 §3).
For those not receiving Holy Communion
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
For non-Christians
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers
for the peace and the unity of the human family.
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